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The Relationship between Difficulty with Chemistry for First-year High
School Male Students and Their Aspiration to Humanities or Science,
Likes and Dislikes, the Memory of Observation and Experimental
Experiences, Inquisitiveness or Learning Motivation for Chemistry

Yuuki OKABE", Nobuhiro TAGO", Hayato ICHIKAWA?), Masaki OKADA?), Tatsuro NAKAGAMA?, Takayoshi FUJII?

"'Nihon University Buzan Senior High School, ? College of Industrial Technology, Nihon University

We examined the relationship between difficulty with chemistry for first-year high school male
students and their aspiration to humanities or science, likes and dislikes, the memory of observation
and experimental experiences, inquisitiveness or learning motivation for chemistry. We conducted a
questionnaire survey of the students and divided the 79 students who responded into three groups: those
with a strong difficulty, a weak difficulty and no difficulty with chemistry. The results of the study showed
that the group with less difficulty is more likely to aspirate to science, and the percentage of students who
like chemistry is higher. The results also suggest that the students’ difficulty of retaining observation and
experimental memory of chemistry may contribute to the difficulty with chemistry. Furthermore, it was
found that students with less difficulty are more likely to have an inquisitive mind toward chemistry, and

that their motivation for learning chemistry is more positive and future-oriented.
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