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As an Australian New Columbo Plan Scholar striving towards working in Japan in the future, the JLSP classes at Nihon 
University were exactly what I was looking for to push not only my comprehension ability, but also my speaking ability to 
the next level. The five different classes you could choose to be a part of were tailored to have content matching that of 
the JLPT and CEFR Japanese exams, meaning that there is a place for anybody, of any level to join. As the classes are 
almost exclusively taught in Japanese, it's a wonderful way to learn from a very natural perspective. There is a trial 
week for the Japanese classes, so you are free to change classes if you think that the content is too difficult, or too 
easy, which is a fantastic feature to be included for peace of mind. During class every week, I constantly found 
myself being challenged to communicate and present my ideas about various topics by my teachers, and I almost 
always had the autonomy to choose my own subject matter when conducting research for my presentations.
There are also abundant opportunities to practice the grammar and new vocabulary that I've learned in class, 
as volunteer native Japanese students frequent the JLSP facilities to assist with the classes, allowing an opportunity 
to practice natural, everyday speech very often, often culminating into small excursions out into the surround-
ing area of Tokyo together. Also offered as a service is a non-obligatory language exchange program, where 
you can meet one-on-one with a native Japanese speaking for an hour and a half, training both your Japanese 
ability for half of the time, as well as helping teach the volunteer your native language for the other half.
During this course, we were also given the opportunity go on excursions with the cohort and volunteer 
students to many different locations such as a natural disaster simulation facility, the ancient and traditional 
temples and Great Buddha of Kamakura, and even an outing to a local Kabuki theatre to watch the unique 
storytelling and dances passed down for generations.
Overall, a very enjoyable and memorable experience! I would highly recommend this course to anybody that 
has a strong passion for learning Japanese, and would like an organic, immersive time studying in Japan.

BOWMAN 
Liam Robert
(The University of 
Newcastle, Australia)

Cultural Activities



Number of International Students Male Female Total

*This event might be changed or cancelled depending on the situation.

YOSHIKAWA 
Haruka
(International Course,
College of Economics, 
Nihon University)

Firstly, I am very glad that I could participate in this program.
Through this program, I was able to enjoy learning about Japanese culture, customs, and sightseeing spots with 
friends from many different countries. What makes this program unique is that it provides many opportunities to 
learn Japanese not only from textbooks but also "in a practical and fun way.” Classes to learn about Japanese 
culture by going to shrines and Japanese sweets shops, events to visit tourist spots, parties we plan ourselves, etc., 
allow international students and volunteers to communicate and cooperate to learn in Japanese.
I also made many memories with them outside of the classroom, such as at good restaurants, amusement 
parks, karaoke, and many other fun activities. I believe that exchange students can steadily learn Japanese 
because they can experience a variety of things in very close relationships with Japanese people.
Some of you may be worried about adjusting to life in Japan, but there is no need to worry. Teachers and 
staff who care not only about your studies but also about your health, and volunteers who are very 
interested in interacting with exchange students will do their best to support you. 
Finally, the friendships I have made in this program are for life. I have such a strong bond with my 
exchange students and I keep in touch with them even after the program is over.
Why don't you join this program and enjoy learning Japanese and have a wonderful experience with great friends?
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