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The Significance of Equal Relationships Between International
Students, Faculty, and Staff: An Attempt of an International
Student-led Exchange Meeting

Jianing ZHANG, Shujin DU, Yingtong LIAO

College of Humanities and Sciences, Nihon University

In order to find a way to support international students in dealing with their anxieties and concerns
in the COVID-19 pandemic’s aftermath, a project called "Networking Sessions as a Space for Relaxed
Talk" was implemented This project was led by international students, aiming to create opportunities for
themselves, the faculty, and staff to interact with each other, and give voice to their worries and anxieties
through discussions in a relaxed atmosphere. An analysis of the questionnaires regarding the exchange
sessions revealed the following. In order to achieve equal communication in a relaxed atmosphere and
provide support based on the international students’ needs, establishing equal relationships between these

students, teaching staff, and Japanese students, is an important prerequisite for communication.
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