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Active Learning in Remedial Courses:
Focusing on Paragraph Writing

Shigeto WATANABE

Part-time Lecturer, College of Economics, Nihon University

The Department of Finance and Public Economics of the College of Economics, Nihon University, has
been offering remedial courses for English, Japanese, and Mathematics since 2010, and the author has been
teaching Japanese here since 2012. For effective learning to be achieved within the limited time allocated
for the remedial Japanese course, one session (90 minutes) per day, for three days, the author focuses on
paragraph writing to improve students’ writing skills. As the remedial courses are implemented before the
university’s enrollment ceremony, specific study skills required in order to study at the university level
are also covered. From 2016, part of the content and teaching style were revised and a consensus game
(NASA game), which serves as an ice breaker, active learning-based writing exercises, and simulation of
essay writing were introduced. In this article, the author’s teaching practices during the course and the
course survey results are reviewed and analyzed in detail to examine the effectiveness of active learning in
remedial education.
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