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Development and Educational Application of an Add-on for
Automatically Sorting Files Submitted through Google Forms

Yosuke YAMAZAKI

Department of Anatomy, Nihon University School of Dentistry

Electronic submission of assignments has become common in higher education, yet e-mail attachment
remains problematic in terms of mailbox capacity, the labor of organizing received files, and the risk of
misdirected delivery. Google Forms offers a convenient file-upload feature, but uploaded files are named at
the sender’s discretion, making it difficult for the collector to identify and sort them without opening each
file. To address this issue, FormFileRenamer was developed as a Google Forms add-on built with Google
Apps Script. It automatically renames uploaded files according to form responses, using a user-configurable
combination of items, prefixes/suffixes, delimiters, and extension normalization, and can sort files into
subfolders. The tool was applied to an oral histology laboratory course, in which students photograph their
hand-drawn sketches and submit the images through a form; this removed the physical handling and
return of paper sketches while accumulating consistently named files in Drive. The approach is expected
to improve the efficiency of collection and organization and is applicable beyond coursework to various

administrative submissions.
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