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Students’ Attitudes and the Effects of Distance Learning on Education:
Case Study at the College of Humanities and Sciences, Nihon University

Takaaki OHKAWAUCHI, Takayuki KOBAYASHI, Yuji BUSUJIMA, Eriko TANAKA

College of Humanities and Sciences, Nihon University

In response to the spread of the new coronavirus infection (COVID-19), the College of Humanities and
Sciences at Nihon University decided that all classes in the first and second semester of the 2020 academic
year, except for practical skills and experiments, would be conducted online (e-learning).

The transition from face-to-face to remote classes was made after substantial discussion, and, in some
cases, in stages. However, distance learning was implemented without sufficient preparation, and the
class terms proceeded under unfamiliar circumstances for both the faculty and students. In this study, we
analyzed and discussed the environmental and educational effects of distance learning in 2020, on the basis
of student questionnaires and Institutional Research data.

The results of the questionnaire showed an improvement in the number of in-class assignments and
online contents from the first to the second semester. Further, there was an improvement in overall student
satisfaction with distance learning. In terms of educational effects, although there was an increase in the
number of students with high grades in the compulsory subject on information literacy, the number of
students who dropped out also increased.

In summary, while distance learning had its advantages in the 2020 academic year, we also identified
several issues for improvement. We believe that we achieved the minimum distance learning goals in 2020
and have plans for further improvements in 2021.
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