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Difficulties and Possibilities of University Circle Activities
During the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Case Study of
Andean Music Performance Circles

Takeru MASHINO

College of Humanities and Sciences, Nihon University

This study sought to clarify the actual situation of university circles during the COVID-19 pandemic
and to obtain suggestions about the meaning of the actions taken by each circle. Although prior studies
have indicated that circle activities are in crisis in the pandemic, there has been little accumulation
of descriptions of specific situations of difficulty. In response to this trend, this study conducted a case
study of an Andean folk music performance circle—an example of minor music performance circles—by
interviewing their current university student members (N=6) and alumni (N=3) to uncover the specific
restrictions to which it was subject; the survival strategies it adopted in the face of such restrictions; and
how the university, graduates, and the local community were involved in these strategies. Restrictions on
circle activities differed greatly from one university to another, partly due to student government activities.
The different situations across universities made it difficult to share know-how and realize the benefits of
such knowledge exchanges, which made circle—circle cooperation difficult. On the other hand, differences in
resources across universities and circles encouraged cooperation between circles at different universities.
Generally, each circle worked to maintain a student culture in which playing minor music was an enjoyable
activity; notably, the pandemic may have prompted circles to rebuild relationships with people or groups
outside their current members to achieve this purpose.
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